
INKWORKS’ SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM receives the finishing
touches from installer Arch Electric after a week and a half of

construction atop the roof. — Submitted photo

Arch Electric completes major solar installations
March 27, 2019

Luke Ulatowski of The Review staff 

With Arch Electric’s work done, the biggest solar energy
system in Plymouth now belongs to InkWorks.

InkWorks President Bob Travis said the project was
conceptualized by Arch Electric’s Commercial Solar
Experience Manager Dan Steinhardt. “It was probably a year
ago that Dan came into my office,” Travis said. “Dan was
actually driving by. He drove by, came in and said, ‘You
know, the way your building is positioned, it would be ideal
for solar panels. Would you be interested?’ We sat down, he
talked through it, and he laid out a proposal for us.”

On Monday, March 11, 2019, Plymouth-based energy company Arch Electric started work on the roof of 
InkWorks, a printing comby pany in Plymouth’s industrial park. By March 22, the project was complete. “For 
clarification, it is the largest solar system in City of Plymouth,” said Solar Experience Consultant Mike Cornell. 
“The size is 73.8 kW with 208 solar panels.”

The system will be fully operational as soon as public utilities commissions it. A ribbon cutting is planned for 
Earth Day, April 22.

Travis explained why he accepted Arch Electric’s pitch. "As a business owner I have a responsibility to grow our 
business and I believe solar helps us achieve this in 3 distinct ways. 

1. Attract and Retain Employees: Like all companies, we need to attract and retain millennial workers, 
renewable energy and sustainable practices clearly align with the values of today’s workforce.
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2. Achieve New Sales: Many of our existing customers and potential customers have projects that require 
sustainable inputs, solar helps us market to these customers.

3. Improve Financial Results: Tax credits, grants and energy savings help to make this a short-term cash 
neutral proposition, which will yield long-term cost reduction.

The real bottom line, we want to be a better corporate citizen and this project helps us provide a cleaner 
environment for our community, our employees and our stakeholders. Because of this attitude, it is impossible 
to find a reason why we wouldn’t invest in solar."

Arch Electric’s Operations & Marketing Specialist Jolynn Van Ginkel stated that another incentive for InkWorks 
was the federal solar tax credit, which currently sits at 30 percent. It will drop to 26 percent at the end of 2019.

The project cost is around $140,000 total, with a grant covering 20-25 percent of that. The grant was courtesy of 
Focus on Energy. “They helped us write some of the initial costs,” he said. “It helps improve the cash flow 
model and makes that return on investment very easy to look at and say, ‘Yep, we can move quickly on this.’” 
According to Travis, InkWorks also applied for another unspecified grant, but did not receive it.

Travis is pleased with the attention Arch Electric’s project has received thus far. “It’s actually spawning some 
other conversations already,” he said. “One of my investors has already heard about the project and is looking at 
doing it for his own home. We’re planting a mustard seed, if you will.”

Once the environmentallyfriendly system is running, Ink- Works will incorporate it into their marketing as a 
draw for potential customers and employees. Travis said the system would be mentioned in InkWorks’ literature 
and on InkWorks’ website. InkWorks will have a program on display on a television screen in its conference 
room that will show how much solar energy is being generated. “We’re going to share that on the screen in our 
conference room so when people are here, we can talk about that as well,” Travis said.

Ultimately, the solar energy project reminded Travis of why he chose Plymouth for his business in the first 
place. “We started this business 10 years ago, and we chose Plymouth because of the support we got from the 
community as well as the business incentives that were here,” Travis said. “The cooperation with the local 
lenders and banks helped us get going. It’s interesting in our 10th year now that the same sort of collaborative 
work with Arch Electric has helped us take another step forward.”

Arch Electric was established in 2003 after Founder and President Ed Zinthefer quit his job of 15 years with the 
purpose of starting his own business from scratch. The company originally dealt solely in electrical projects. It 
expanded to solar energy projects in 2004.

In 2018, Arch Electric installed a solar energy system on the roof of an Ikea store in Oak Creek, Wis. Consisting 
of 4,716 solar panels and slated to produce over 2 million kilowatt-hours annually, it is the largest solar energy 
system in the entire state.




